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OVERCOMING DESPAIR

A New Movement of Social Democrats in Thailand 2021

Introduction

nder the 2020-2021
pandemic crisis, inequality
in Thailand has become

more apparent. Many people lost
their jobs and their income, and
experienced lack of wellare benelits
in the wake of the economic
recession that followed (Ockey
2021). These are the results of
having a market-oriented social
protection system that forces
individuals to take on the bulk of
the risks. It is obvious that the
market has failed both in
maintaining a robust economy and
in protecting people's lives
(Rodriguez 2020). This is in stark
contrast to countries that have
adopted the universal welfare state
model, proving that people's lives,
jobs, and livelihood can be
preserved. According to [ormer
Finnish Prime Minister Antti
Rinne, there is a need to maintain
and expand the welfare state
whenever society laces a crisis
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(Rinne 2020). In contrast, societies
like Thailand, which are dominated
by neoliberal economic policies and
under the thumb of authoritarian
governments, are often plagued by
inequality. In this article, we will
examine the nature of inequality in

Thai society and the three social
disorders that it has created. We
will also explore the role of social
democrats in pushing [or the
establishment of a universal welfare
state and the realization of
democratic socialism.

“Societies like Thailand, which are dominated
by neoliberal economic policies and under the
thumb of authoritarian governments, are often
plagued by inequality.







